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This paper is to search for the cause of vagueness in
distinguishing Islamic from non-Islamic among archi-
tectural artifacts of the time in Islamic countries. It is
not restricted to non-religious buildings but the main
problem emerges when designers or theorists make
Islamic claims on a work of architecture. Here, to pur-
sue the causes of this fact, two main subjects are ex-
plored: theoretical positions as well as practical ap-
proaches. For the first subject, two main directions in
current theories, i.e. theosophical attitude and Islamic
juridical approach, are put in critical debate. However,
a third approach is also discussed, which concerns the
“principle-oriented” trend. The theosophical ap-
proach is based on the hypothesis of essentiality of
spiritual wisdom and its superiority over objective
world of things. This leads to a hermeneutics of form
of historic precedents of architectural artifacts which
has also been applied for contemporary works of ar-
chitecture. This approach bears a body of criticisms
from Islamic point of view. The main question is: is it
approvable by Islamic principles to claim spiritual val-
ues for special forms or is it acceptable that any form
could be Islamic as claimed by theosophical interpre-
tation? Here some negative witnesses from original
Islamic contexts are shown. For the juridical approach
there is far less literature as it is attached to deep
religious behavior and is globally viewed as funda-
mentalist. However in this route Islam is put in the
place of regulatory both in terms of urban code (or
architectural one) and a kind of resource to produce
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vast tacit knowledge about built environment. The
main criticism in this field has been introduced by its
actionist as they see this field of not enough content
to be developed for current issues. Here their claim of
weakness of Islamic content from their point of view
is to some extent measured. The third area of de-
bate—“principle oriented” trend—belongs to those
studies of Islam and built environment which see the
role of Islam as founder of concept that has nothing
to do with detailed and objective matters of built en-
vironment. In their view the timeless value of Islam is
not included in its objective content such as behaviors
or regulation but is put in its basic concept that should
be interpreted differently from time to time. Here this
approach especially in architecture is seen as a reduc-
tive one. It ignores internal structure of Islam and
resists towards Islamic main claim of its global and
fatal value. For the architecture this view is very weak
to interpretation of artifacts as well as making sense
of what should be done in future. For the second one
the mosque designs of pre-Modern era to present
days are briefly reviewed from an Islamic critical point
of view. After a challenging discussion the main prob-
lem is formulated in the form of one essential ques-
tion: “What does Islam want from architecture?” This
makes the framework of conclusion of the paper.

Keyword: Architectural Islamism, Mystic approach,
Juridical approach, Contemporary mosque.
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Table 1: Approaches to the study of Islamic architecture
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Table 2: Motives in the design of Islamic architecture
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Table 3: An example of the difference between the claimed architectural principles for each of the three fields of tradition,
modernity, and Islam
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Table 4: Typology of architectural types based on their relationship with designer and community
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Fig. 1. Bid’ahs (innovations) in the structure of mosques not pertinent to the Islamic Prayer ritual

Ll GRS G s S oy ple Dope 5o
L5 5 550 105 Bl oS s (sL2b , sl uSOle o
53 OISl ol Sl 08 > (2) (p S| s
3las o Yzl gy ks 6 o5 55, S b
s il Ty Db, 5w L e IS
o e 51 Sl g ol U ey il
Sl Ol 5555 Lyosms a5 (7)) (Hor &
S il e o 55 5t Bl o Olisl b S s
cdorlos i 31 VL laesbe 5 ea)ls a5 0 53 4y
L3,5 p3lo 1y S e 5ol Ol 60 (S, o 4 &S
il 3l b5 (Sadug 1988 s b L Cusl>l)

Ol oo g a3 5l gd nled sl S 15 (o)l (6l 5

5 o Ol 5 e 1, 01 5 (Hillenbrand 1994, 79)
E b oo Sl et slanl sl o S e
sl
b s 53 (plorl b gl el dlasl (617 (2206
= 3 (o p—aia) 5 (Lols S5 55) () O35
358 Ol 3l 5530 Sole w) (el Ol 5o (o o
OLas 53 aslas DAL IS5 im0 53 Ol sl
e s ool slad 3 el 55 cnl s ST (pas dids
L @ 3 S o sbml 5 ealedn L3 sy bl o
g il n ol ol ﬁ/} sl e (S AJS) g
@3las (Lamslr 3) 5 das gl 55,05 1) 4l (5 sine
S (Gl 5w Bl andl) il 5 (S 1o

v W Glies 9 50k —pod ojled pgu Jlo = (oMl (gl o 5 (gylone S8


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/ciauj.3.2.17
http://ciauj-tabriziau.ir/article-1-155-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ciauj-tabriziau.ir on 2023-02-01 ]

[ DOI: 10.29252/ciaLj.3.2.17 ]

o>

o)

Spde S i b i e a5l o5l
St ot Loy 45 by e Yz ) ol SO
ol 8553 31 s 1y Dl sl e plis 1S sl
Ol Oy s pe — (s e 13 55l 550
i WO 31 oSl 5o 5l g 83 i — 0330 gl
(B Ol Cabie sl Ul o JUal g
slacdlol 51 Ol aal ol 3,8 513 Ly (55 se (Sl
A gogs e alb bl L o) s0 du.elf(sﬁ’wl s
Slagmes e 53 Lilad o 5 OV R0 51 e 3593 52 05
AL 5 s Slyes ol 5 e Slag 5 (Sl
O e Gl 5 R 5 5505 gl 2l
Shos Slakisei )3 350 alb ALS 5 Sl
0,155 5as A3 g )3 Ol Jle O3ls SI 36 as
Ll Coeal 2lr B 26 5 (sl 3550 i
OF Slal o s domens (gl 1y (Gdomes S g5 40 oS
Sles LT s ada 30) Lo bk 4 oS- s @
Blair and .S, .culed s i by oo oS
.(Bloom 1996
PERNLY O o 03 050 4 (Sl Lpelas 8,93
PPV W JUR LR GIC ST e
Sl b Ollens &1 S gl 5 4l el laggslalias | 5eb
P LG ISV PRI | PR e PGP JPRCTRR
AJJ,La[,J[pJ Lore OUS 53 0l B ae Sl es LSL"C)’
Ol etls dxlew 0T 3 «S (Holod and Khan 1997)
ol RIS Gl st B g el 41900 das
dlas ol 5l oS 510w LS 3 S odalis Ol o o>
53 il S e sdle i ge o 4 — b T Lo —
aglas) sldis (gl (63890 4 Gdomas Lile (gl gad 3
0ok Yyl 4 63 S 1 b (Kahera 2002, 16 —\4AY
ol Sl Slaxs dib s SLil jelide Li> e )3 O3
(s b (54 Ol 5 .(Holod and Khan 1997) .|

3 amfﬁ)?}ofﬁ:)&j oJ.ia"Muv;,,a L;LALSUBJ

AYL)
<%
03 S50 PSPPI PPN WP PYCR ey PN I
Sl 5553) 3,5 o oSbr Lomdsn (S 5me S g
0 3 e e Sl L 05l Sl e sl el S
55> » [Hillenbrand 1994, 81 ‘Ashraf 1974, 13 .S ]
Sl s eler 023 L Lamls sl ¢l p G5 b2
ol s 31LGOIS s e ed 4 a3 00 oA
Olss e b ol 5L 5 o pmin (o) 1S (Ol o
st & Ol 5 s ol 1S5S a5l ol
Jelis 3 ilasihad sl 5 (S sate Sl ol
Ao il dga 5 ho SOl Slaes CuiS
s 534S Ol il ol s S aluds (a3 s =) s
ST esdhe .Sy 5t ol 553 3l SLET O el
Jas CU LS 4 (s sl CJE 43 C"l}' doeas
@ cade polas S Luly e 5o I Gl w2l
3135 gy Sl D3 il s 3 0155 g0 1y OLSU o
e LSS (5l Bk Obldenes 36 50 ek
S5 CwsSe L Vb sl 5 0ls 5 LS el
23 i S S Al 0 s ands OBl plas s
CaSl o S 5 s Sl e Ly S Ol &
CJ.J 5 el jalbe b s Cm 53 Sl 4 o
Ll e S sl SomplSomtal 8 (3Ll 5l gl S
5 Lapalr 3 e 5101 (IS 55 5 A3 s 3L
0595 emed 3 Lol LT Ol — LS — &S sl e
slad s e b ool 2 Can— T UGS IS WA P
DLS 5058 55K B 55 55500 555 CaS i
5 OS5 e sdalin dxlie O glad i LT (1]
L Blboler ) ol g Soles S ol ol
bl pdd 5 o Slas i oy Jo 4 — s
S5l celer Sl LY ol ol 0D 3 5l Gy
B U S B B JUC AP PCIIN
flas L) Lo s 05 e sl aiS 5 5lome slalns

O U1 5 e e gl Samal 5 Ssle 73, "
sla o i 508 3 (Lys Ol ,lS) oS does lea 03 pdeds s g (ade o) OB a5 sl
U s 3 3l ~po3 oslad epges Jlo = (oMl (st 5 olone Sinp | YA


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/ciauj.3.2.17
http://ciauj-tabriziau.ir/article-1-155-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ciauj-tabriziau.ir on 2023-02-01 ]

[ DOI: 10.29252/ciaLj.3.2.17 ]

i olone (oMol & ai b (oMl (g )lone &y s
rolee (hgd )3 (e g )5 oo Sugy (Ml bl g8

(Kahera 2002, 141) «asS» (gilwls b caSo Sl (iuss (g9 p Slllie cada) dalllas Y y35005
Fig. 2: Study of Latif Abdul Malik on breaking the cube or deconstruction of the Ka'bah (Kahera 2002, 141)
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