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Abstract

Today, the world faces serious environmental challenges and a shortage of green spaces. In Iran, many urban green
spaces and patks have been designed and constructed without adequate consideration of local culture and climate,
deviating significantly from the fundamental principles of traditional Persian garden design. At nearly every scale, there
is both a shortage of green space and widespread unprincipled planning and construction, often incompatible with
the climatic and cultural characteristics of society. This highlights the need to examine relevant jurisprudential and
ethical principles to identify existing deficiencies and propose solutions. A review of contemporary parks in Tabriz
reveals that none fully comply with the jurisprudential rules and ethical principles considered in this study. Since
modern residential complexes, unlike traditional houses, are generally disconnected from natural green areas, access to
public parks and gardens has become critically important. Designing and developing green spaces in accordance with
Islamic regulations and ethical considerations offers significant potential. In other words, the functional use of green
space can and should be guided by jurisprudential and moral principles. Emphasizing Persian garden design principles,
incorporating natural landscapes, enhancing functionality, and following ethical guidelines can play an essential role in

improving the quality and sustainability of urban green spaces.
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Introduction

Compared with the past, the relationship between people, nature, and green spaces has undergone
significant change. Traditional houses were often designed with courtyards that, although sometimes
small, maintained a direct connection to greenery. At a larger scale, neighborhoods and cities historically
featured various gardens; however, many have now been destroyed, leaving only their names behind. In
the past, the relationship with nature extended even further, as reflected in the concept of garden cities.
Today, however, there is a shortage of green spaces and natural landscapes at all levels, and much urban
design and construction is carried out without adherence to proper principles, resulting in environments
poorly suited to the climate and cultural context of society. This research examines jurisprudential and
ethical principles related to this issue to identify and analyze existing deficiencies. In line with the research
objective—analyzing and assessing the place of nature in contemporary architecture—the study seeks to
answer the following questions: What jurisprudential criteria influence the design of contemporary parks?
Which ethical principles affect the design of green spaces? The jurisprudential principles considered include
Nafy Sabil (negation of domination), Halal and Haram (permissibility and prohibition), La Zarar (no harm),
Itlaf (avoidance of waste), and Aham va Mohem (principle of priority). The ethical principles examined
include God-centeredness, spitituality, justice, human dignity, moderation and simplicity, respect for nature,

family orientation, and true happiness.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical research method, with data collected through library research and
direct observation. In the theoretical framework, relevant Quranic verses and Hadiths concerning nature
and reflection on divine creation are examined to highlight the significance of nature in Islamic teachings.
Following this, Persian garden design principles and contemporary park patterns are reviewed to identify

and analyze deficiencies in the role and presence of nature within the contemporary parks of Tabriz.

Results

This study focused on environmental challenges and green-space issues in the city of Tabriz, examining the
influence of jurisprudential and ethical principles. In the past, people had stronger connections with green
spaces: at the micro scale through courtyards in traditional houses, at the urban scale through gardens, and at
the regional scale through the development of garden cities. In contrast, modern lifestyles have significantly
reduced, and in some cases nearly eliminated, this connection with green spaces. Islamic teachings, through
Quranic verses and Hadiths that emphasize reflection on divine creation, highlight the importance of nature
and its value in human life. The Persian garden, a historically successful example of human-made nature
and now recognized as a World Heritage asset, has long served as a bridge between people and green
spaces. In light of these challenges, this study analyzed and identified deficiencies in contemporary parks in
Tabriz based on Islamic principles. The jurisprudential principles considered included Nafy Sabil (negation
of domination), Halal and Haram (permissibility and prohibition), La Zarar (no harm), Itlaf (avoidance
of waste), and Aham va Mohem (principle of priority). The ethical principles examined included God-
centeredness, spitituality, justice, human dignity, moderation, respect for nature, family orientation, and

genuine happiness.

Discussion
An analysis of contemporary parks in Tabriz reveals that, from a jurisprudential perspective, the principles

of Islamic design are largely absent. Instead of applying patterns inspired by traditional Persian-Islamic
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gardens, many parks have adopted Western models that are not well suited to the culture or climate of
the region, contradicting the principle of Nafy Sabil (negation of domination). Examples include the lack
of an organized planting and irrigation system, disregard for built structures, removal of key elements
characteristic of Persian gardens, use of non-native plant species, and addition of unnecessary decorative
features. The reduction of green spaces and limited interaction with nature result in harm to both the city
and its citizens, conflicting with the principle of Halal and Haram (permissibility and prohibition). Unused
or poorly utilized spaces and the relatively small proportion of green areas compared with other urban
functions demonstrate neglect of the La Zarar (no harm) principle. Similarly, disregard for traditional tree
planting reflects a failure to comply with the Itlaf (avoidance of waste) rule. Another issue is the approach to
irrigation: historically, the geometry of Persian gardens was based on irrigation systems designed to address
water scarcity, emphasizing water conservation and avoiding waste. Finally, prioritizing construction over
green space, despite the physical and psychological need for natural environments, indicates insufficient
attention to the Aham va Mohem (principle of priority). Collectively, these issues highlight the lack of
adherence to jurisprudential and ethical principles in the planning and design of contemporary parks in
Tabriz. In terms of ethical principles, several components of these parks were evaluated. All divine blessings
serve as reminders of God’s gifts, yet these parks fail to acknowledge natural features and climatic potential,
contradicting the ethical principles of God-centeredness and spirituality. The single-function design of
elements, without proper placement (while the Persian garden, with its geometry and distinctive layout, serves
as a successful model), shows disregard for the ethical principle of justice. The neglect of human needs and
failure to ensutre equal access for all users represent a violation of the principle of human dignity. Excessive
ornamentation, unnecessary decorations, wasteful use of plants and water, and introduction of non-native
species requiting costly maintenance ate all contrary to the ethical principle of moderation. Respect for
nature includes its protection, restoration, and revival, designing in harmony with the environment, and
using native plants; however, the findings indicate that these principles are often ignored. The shortage
of green spaces and lack of access for all citizens also contradict the principle of family orientation, while
limited physical and visual interaction with nature and natural elements reduces genuine happiness and well-

being,

Conclusion

Opverall, it can be concluded that the contemporary parks in Tabriz have not been designed or constructed
in accordance with the jurisprudential rules and ethical principles examined. Given current environmental
challenges and the shortage of green spaces in modern urban life, applying these jurisprudential and ethical
components can guide the design and development of more suitable and sustainable green spaces for

contemporary cities.
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Table 3. Introduction to the statistical population
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Table 4. Review of jurisprudential rules in contemporary parks in Tabriz
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