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Abstract

Historic Urban Landscape (HUL), with its holistic and value-based approach, aims to preserve, develop, and
enhance the quality of urban spaces. However, neglect of intangible environmental aspects, such as meaning and
cultural significance, has led to visual and experiential anomalies in contemporary cities. Accordingly, the present
study employs a mixed-method approach, combining content analysis and logical reasoning, to reinterpret the layers
of the historic urban landscape based on expert theories, international documents, and surveys of both specialists
and the public, focusing on one of the prominent examples of Islamic Iranian architecture in Ahar—the historic
bazaar. The study seeks to derive practical strategies for the semantic revitalization of the bazaar, addressing the gap
between its historic and current conditions. To this end, the values identified by researchers within the bazaar area
wete redefined and analyzed through a researcher-developed questionnaire administered to a purposively selected
sample of 88 participants, including shopkeepers, local residents, and citizens. The questionnaire’s content validity
was confirmed through evaluation by eight experts, while its reliability was controlled using the inconsistency rate
(CR < 0.1) and entropy index based on field data. The analysis revealed that landscape, cultural, social, and historical-
memorial values carried the greatest weight within the bazaar. Expanding these values across the historic urban fabric,
open-air commercial corridors extending from the covered bazaar, types of activities and social, commercial, and
cultural interactions consistent with the original urban functions, visual qualities of the built environment within the
influence zones of historic centers, the original internal street network, and spatially adaptable routes were identified

as the primary components shaping the historic urban landscape.
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Introduction

The historic complex of Ahar Bazaar, as a system that provides identity to the urban landscape and
urban life, is one of the distinguished achievements of Islamic architecture in Iran. In conjunction with
its context and environmental norms, it manifests cultural, historical, social, and economic actions and
interactions within society and is considered an influential element in improving and promoting urban
life. This architectural complex consists of several covered rows and open arteries along the gates of the
old city wall. However, during the twentieth century, particularly in the 1920s, unprincipled interventions
associated with modern urban development, such as street construction, altered environmental norms and
some architectural structures. As a result, some of its tangible and intangible capacities have been destroyed

or seriously threatened.

Materials and Methods

The present study aims to identify and clarify the components and layers constituting the historic urban
landscape of Ahar Bazaar, as well as to achieve a comprehensive understanding of its tangible and intangible
values, with the goal of enhancing the sense of place. In terms of purpose, the research is applied, and in
terms of nature, it is a mixed-method (qualitative—quantitative) descriptive—analytical study.

Value assessment model in the present study, soutrce: authors
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Results

By expanding and adapting the values collected through the questionnaire to the historic urban landscape
of Ahar Bazaar, the open commercial arteries along the covered bazaar, the types of social, commercial,
and cultural activities and interactions with their original functions in the historic context, the visual effects
of the built environment within the influence zone of the city’s historic centers, and the original network
of internal roads and routes capable of creating spaces and supporting activities were identified as the main

elements constituting the historic urban landscape.

Discussion

As mentioned earlier, the questionnaire was used in the present study to redefine the surveyed values.
To achieve this, and considering the location of the bazaar, its associated requirements, and the physical
characteristics of the area, three route sequences leading to Ahar Bazaar (along the ancient gates of the city
wall) were selected as case samples for questionnaire distribution.

Analysis of the questionnaire results showed that landscape value is of greatest importance among users
and experts, indicating the prominent role of the bazaar’s physical and spatial structure in creating a sense
of place. Cultural value ranked second, emphasizing the traditions, social activities, and intangible heritage
of the bazaar. This priority highlights the importance of transmitting cultural knowledge and preserving
traditional activities in promoting a sense of place. Meanwhile, social and historical-memorial values were

assigned approximately equal importance. Social value relates to everyday interactions and the economic

Culture of Islamic Architecture and Urbanism, 2026; 11 (1) | 82


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/ciauj.11.1.668

[ DOI: 10.61882/ciavj.11.1.668 ]

Explaining the components of the historical urban landscape of Ahar...

and service functions of the bazaar, whereas historical-memorial value focuses on historical memory and
semantic links with past generations. Accordingly, the following layers were identified as the main elements
constituting the historic urban landscape.

A - Open commercial arteries along the sites of the old city gates (including the Och Dokanalar row east
of the complex, the Aq-Mosque row in the north, and the Sarbazar row southwest of the covered bazaar).
B - Types of social, commercial, and cultural activities and interactions with their original functions in the
historic context (primarily service and commercial activities along the three open-route corridors).

C - Visual effects of the built environment within the influence zone of the city’s historic centers as mental
features and memories derived from the history of the place.

D - The original network of internal roads within the old urban fabric and routes capable of creating spaces
and supporting activities.

Accordingly, reforming the physical structure of the study area with emphasis on rereading and preserving
historic walls, reviving the symbolic value of the original internal road network of the ancient urban fabric
(urban reading patterns), paying attention to monumental elements and features with mental-memory roots,
and emphasizing traditions inherited from historical foundations, together with maximum adaptation of
the environment to previous uses to preserve the historic character and maximize benefit from the area’s
cultural atmosphere, are both necessary and important.

Sequencing of open-air commercial rows in Ahar Bazaar

First scene

Second scene: Ouch Dekanlar Third sequence: At the bazaar

sequence

Conclusion

Based on the principles of the historic urban landscape in accordance with the 2011 UNESCO
Recommendation, society and culture are interconnected within a historic city and its natural context and are
intertwined through various layers. Accordingly, revitalizing the original nature of values within landscape
layers enables the regeneration of an attractive urban environment and satisfies the city’s psychological need
to engage with the past. The findings showed that the historic Ahar Bazaar (including both the covered
section and the open commercial streets branching from it), as part of the urban landscape, encompasses
landscape, economic, social, cultural, historical-memorial, and sensory values and norms situated within the
domains of architectural heritage and social (spiritual) interactions and activities in civil society. Subsequently,
the constituent layers of the urban landscape and their capacities derived from the tangible and intangible

heritage values of the bazaar were examined through field investigation and qualitative data analysis.
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The results were classified into four general categories, as follows:

* Open commercial arteries along the old city gates

* Types of social, commercial, and cultural activities and interactions with their original functions in the
historic context

* Visual effects of the built environment within the influence zone of the city’s historic centers

* Original network of internal roads within the old urban fabric

Recognizing these layers and applying them simultaneously makes hidden social concepts legible and
strengthens the evocative context and identity of the urban environment.

Therefore, policies and executive measures adopted by urban administrators should, while maintaining the
authenticity of messages embodied in the form, structure, and environmental connections of the site, also
convey substantive values.

Accordingly, the following points should be considered in planning corrective interventions:

* Minimal landscaping within the cultural context of the complex across all three sequences to reread
citizens’ memory threads and improve visual quality

* Adapting uses to their historic context by modifying the structure and appearance of the site within the
first sequence

* Emphasizing preservation of valuable historic walls and creating spaces conducive to stillness within the
second sequence to maximize the use of time

* Appropriate wall treatment and alignment of uses with their original context within the first sequence

are among the conceivable solutions.
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Figure 2. Discourse on the historic urban landscape with a holistic approach, (Adapted from: UNESCO 2011 Recommendation)

SS9 0956 el gy ao JLST 4SS cpl 55 55
AYAY (5 an g ol ylbl3) c e sl L))
Y S > ol (Wb bl (oljl (A
gyl (S sl olme (8L 9 Lo b))l
ooy S 5l (6 yiSoye g dtopllss (g3l b L el
N3 &er Jo—B3y90 350 9 (om0 500 9 pa—asite
G5 Il e ool j5 (Mason, 2002: 14) 5, .5
S i Lo calid g bl ol 3 95wl b
36 2 GBIyl s g Ul S 03,5500 -
5 i gloneg,S o)l 5 ol L s gy Litos -
g SBlaal i ale luo p oloj)l) Al 0 pdye dole
oo > ellinln (bl S8—s g (Sloj i
i) ce o cmle g s e A aa gl g, iy
gyl ganaY ol gl a5 Lo )|
Sy (paass o) s)lol drsls yuaasce o8
ol b gl (oLl (sam 1B )3 (o By
Lol i 353 g (200 (i ) Aol ]

Sy ke 53 il (2l pleiss F-Y-¥
oliidls &S cwl (oolaidl 5 el oinl ( S n)s
el ot o atiggs Lol (Fe,b a4
) G ke S0 Glo a2 e ol
bged g L)l jl ()l ganaY asly 555
g s & £52) Lo tlion 395 p (Sin )b
S b))l L el ye 0j9> )3 Lo )l g—S90 L
05551 gl don S 1o alail o et g g (S gite
4o jl (Spennemann, 2006: 9) cewl S _n)d
(50 o F)b byl an ples e bl
5&)9—01&[59&?—&140“_5.))_3)[5“}.6_'01&‘ SS_A.Q/ " )é_
AY.Y ¢O|)'S_.o.b: 9 o)l}@f)) .)9.<;.3 o)l_.d'}‘ w9 d)l._w)‘e(w

10 «Jgl 6 louds (o jU Jlw ¢ oluwl l_g_ibu_,e.il‘:gt_g_,lasw&m_}é | qp


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/ciauj.11.1.668

[ DOI: 10.61882/ciavj.11.1.668 ]

ol ol Lo jsezo o Juol Siddangs ol

9 b G ylate cblis (lo Ngy (gl (Lo
| 4.4\3; )‘)5 oJL&.&'_wb”.o u_;lfm &.ﬁ’l"’ o> L;lJ)]

S p—d Yo ganaY oo o 0l8 > )8 gly
oy o |V JS—8) €85 el jal 5L ()l
35509y gl Lo s haggy ol o b))l (ol )l

TR bl lolid @ed gty Gyl fren] Wil iyl ] i) i) || o) A s 2l S
o iy il » k)

v L P sl s

....................... 5 Mo Gy ¥ 2 Bl o35 S Jaie

3 GRS Clls @] paas iy ] et (el | 0000 (e ey s sl ik Lol

ol gk 5 bsi)l byl Je T IS

Figure 3. Value assessment model in the present study
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Figure 4. The effects of collective memory in the context

of society
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Figure 5. Sequencing the research area around Ahar Bazaar, A. Historical gates, B. Market outlook, C.Bazaar size and sequencing
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Figure 6. Area of the old fabric and the historical Ahar Bazaar. A. The area of the old neighborhoods of the city, B. The area of the

bazaar and its commercial arteries, C. The bazaar and its annexes in the first detailed plan of the city in 1353, D. The bazaar’s plan
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Figure 7. Contemporary interventions within the boundaries of Ahar Bazaar. A. Street construction in the 1320 after the market

area and the city’s historical fabric, B. Construction of the city’s east-west and north-south streets within the Bazaar area. C.

Widening of the streets and the elimination of commercial arteries related to the Ahar market in the central and old city fabric
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Table 3. Classification of damages resulting from unprincipled interventions around the bazaar
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Table 4. Census and redefined values in the historic urban landscape of Ahar Bazaar
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Table 6. Spatial distribution of values in sequences
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Figure 8. Spatial distribution diagram of values in sequences
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Figure 9. Visual representation of the analysis of historical urban landscape layers, A. The heritage area of the Bazaar and its

associated arteries, B. The type of activities and Bazaar with their primary function in the historical context, C. The historical

elements of the city within the Bazaar area, D. The network of original internal city roads in the context of the old context
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