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The mosques as the principal representative of the
physical structures of Islamic architecture have once
been a clear demonstration of the crystallization of
sacred space in the human-built environment, while
today, unfortunately, due to intolerance and neglect,
often their key and vital quality is lost in purely physi-
cal form. The purpose of this study is to recognize the
concept of sacred space and evaluate its criteria in
several contemporary mosques seeking to answer the
question of how and to what extent the criteria of sa-
cred space concept are presented in contemporary
mosques. The method of this research is descriptive-
evaluation and its data collection is based on the
study of library resources, observation, and content
analysis. Regarding the experience of the sense of sa-
cred space in the mosque, the extent of sense of sa-
cred space in the three mosques varies. This feeling is
higher in Imam Mosque (former Shah) than in the
other specimen; the mosque of Tehran University is in
the middle position compared to the other two sam-
ples and the al-Jawad mosque is in a completely dif-
ferent position, in terms of objectively and mentally
signifying a sense of sacred space. Poorly evaluated, it
is largely due to the modern, minimalist look that was
taken into consideration when constructing the
building. The study aimed to identify the sacred sig-
nificant implications of sacred space in mosques and
the factors that create the sacred space of the
mosque in the mind of the audience. The results con-
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firm that there is a significant relationship between
the age of the attendees and the motivation to attend
the mosque, and the absence of a significant relation-
ship between the gender of the attendees and the
motivation to attend the mosque show that the Imam
Mosque has the best situation compared to the other
two mosques. Among the reasons that show that
Imam Mosque in Tehran is superior to other mosques
in sense of sacred space, we can mention the follow-
ing: Using four symmetrical porch pattern on four
sides of yard with same dimensions along with other
physical elements (courtyard, Dome, shrine, minaret,
pulpit, and altar) in this mosque indicates the exist-
ence of objective indications of sacred space. Care-
fully considered in the Shabestan geometric system,
this geometry is close to the square (on either side of
the dome), which induces a sense of balance to the
audience. The geometry of the dome is quite close to
the square and the technique of turning the square
into a circle, which is part of the mosque’s architec-
ture, has been elaborately applied. In the meantime,
all of the above is milder in the Tehran University
Mosque, and in the Al-Jawad Mosque almost all of
the above is not presented about the sense of sacred
space.
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Table 1: Introducing the analyzed case studies
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Figs. 1 & 2: The interior and the main courtyard of the Imam Mosque in Tehran

ul).ee b&ulbm‘;hélyws‘;&bdw:f9vﬂ9w

Figs. 3 & 4: The interior and the main courtyard of the Tehran University mosque
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Figs. 5 & 6: The interior and Exterior of Al-Jawad Mosque in Haft Tir Square, Tehran
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Table 2: Objective implications of sacred space
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(1).The interior spatial symmetry has been impaired due to the asymmetric division of Shabestan into separate praying
space for men and women. The courtyard has been transformed due to being covered by the space-frame structure added

to the mosque later on. (2).The use of a quasi-circular inter-ward looking plan reminding the monumental and memorial

buildings resulted in twelve identical directions for one of which attempts were made to dominate through a recession in

the corner. It does not work.
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Table 3: Subjective implications of sacred space
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(1) The geometric structure of the interior of the dome of the mosque partly reflects a movement from plurality to unity.
The simple surrounding walls and ornate and angled columns in the center, as well as the natural light beneath the dome,
all draw the worshiper's attention to the center and up. With regard to the subjective implications, attention to geometry
and mathematics is also evident in this building, which is also objectively manifestedin the physical structure of the
building.
(2) The abstract implications of this mosque include the geometry of the building, the accurate dimensions of the building,
as well as the importance of encryption in numbers (a twelve edge plan as a reminder of twelve Imams). Only in a number
of cases and above the entrance gates are geometric motives used. Overall, the mosque's designer has not succeeded in
applying the objective and subjective implications of a sanctuary.
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Table 4: Evaluation of the difference in motivation to attend in mosques in pairs
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Table 5: Factors defining the mosque from other buildings
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Table 6: Identifying factors in the mosque
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Table 7: Evaluating the amount of mosque differences in terms of identity and definition of mosque
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Table 8: Comparing the Sense of Sacred Space in the Mosques
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Table 9: Analysis of Variance Analysis to Determine the Significant Level of Sacred Space Difference in the Three Mosques
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Table 10: Measuring the difference in the sense of sacred space in the three mosques
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s+ The mean difference in the last row, which is related to the difference between the Imam mosque and the

other two mosques, shows that the difference in the sense of sacred space in this area is more than the others,
indicating a significant difference between the Imam mosque and the other two mosques.
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