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Abstract

Architectural knowledge and knowledge in general, like all human knowledge, relies on certain ontological
and epistemological foundations as the main philosophical topics of the new era. The premise of the
research is that based on the Basit al-Haqiqah rule of Mulla Sadra simplicity in architecture can establish
harmony between the sphere of human life environment (architecture), the sphere of human inner self
and Ego (anthropological and self-knowledge sphere) and the sphere of existence and reality (ontological
sphere). The aim of the research is to rely on the aforementioned rule, to open and better clarify the
ontological and unitary view of the phenomenon of architectural knowledge and the relationship between
“truth” and “objects” in contemporary architecture.
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Introduction

In this article, the authors, with a combination of logical reasoning methodology and qualitative content
analysis based on philosophical rules and the study of library documents, and also with the aim of obtaining
an epistemological and ontological method in the knowledge of architecture, after reviewing the background
of the research in two parts: 1- architectural researches relying on Sadraei foundations and 2 - The researches
carried out regarding the rules of “Basit al-Haqiqah” and “the ego in its unity is all faculties” defined
simplicity in architecture and then took a step in the direction of Sadra’s epistemology, emphasizing the
principle of “the ego in its unity is all faculties” as the role of the simple Ego and further on the position
and role of the simple architecture as an actual part of the powers Self, and in the rule of “Basit al-Haqiqah”
they have addressed the two philosophical concepts of “multiplicity in unity” and “unity in multiplicity “for
the strategy of architectural concepts.

Research background
Architectural researches with Sadrai rules

The interest of researchers in the field of architecture in the great wisdom of Sadrai has been increasing,
especially in the last two decades.

This research seeks to explain, for the first time, the application of the rule of “basit al-haqiqah”from the
transcendental wisdom of Mulla Sadra in order to present the simplicity of architecture.

Philosophical background

Sadra proves in his transcendental wisdom that Wajib al-Wujud, since it is the “basit al-haqiqah”, has the
perfections and existential aspects of all things; and it lacks their limits, determinations and defects. The
complete wording of the rule is as follows: “Basit-ul-haqiqah kull al’ashya’ wa lays beshay’ minh” means
“Basit-ul-hagiqah is all things and none of them”; In other words, “He” is all things, and everything that has
become is more deserving of that thing than itself, so Wajib Ta’ali is more deserving of itself than anything
(L'ig 1); Because every existence in its rank is accompanied by its absences and determinations, but for its
simplicity, it is present in a complete and undetermined way (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1999).

Tabatabaei says in the book Nahayeh al-Hikmah: “Any identity thatis deprived of something; Itis compound”
(Fig 2); Then he states the opposite of this theorem that: “the essence that is Basit-ul-haqigah is not deprived
of any perfection” (Tabatabai, 1993). In this way, the simplicity of the Ego in relation to its internal powers
is surrounded by the simplicity of the wajib alwujud in relation to the entire system of existence, and since
architecture is also a function of the powers of the Ego; Therefore, the surrounding can be mentioned in
the simplicity of the self which can be considered simple compared to its sub-components (such as the
neighborhood) (Lig 3).

The Role of Simplicity in Architecture

Simple truth, in its simplest division, has two natural and supernatural dimensions: nature itself in the
dimensions of regulating living conditions, appropriate relationships for growth, etc.; And the supernatural
is also divided into the dimensions of aesthetics and attractiveness, meaningful symbols, etc.; The sum of
all these becomes the truth.

In this section, examples of the role of simplicity in Iranian-Islamic architecture are mentioned:
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Being 50 Being 51
not being 51 not being 52

Basit
(100)

"Not being 51" is a defect for the number 50, and this defect "not
being 51" does not exist in the Basit (100); Because 100 also
includes 51. Therefore, 100 has all the existential perfections of
numbers below it (such as being 50) and does not have its defects
and limitations (such as not being 51).

Fig 1: Numerical example for Basit-ul-hagiqah
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Fig 2: Simple and compound shape comparison

Fig 3: The simplicity of the following level lesson can be checked: 1- Divine simplicity - the true example of
the”’basit al-haqiga” rule. 2- Carnal simplicity - which is a manifestation of divine simplicity. 3- Architectural
simplicity - which is a manifestation of emotional simplicity.
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The neighbors are often unaware of each other because houses should be independent and private from
one another. This “ignorance” in architecture is a defect (absence of connection) and a limit for the house
and it does not work in the neighborhood (its simplicity). According to the rule of Basit-ul-Haqiqah, the
neighborhood has all the perfections of existence beyond itself (including the house) and does not have
its defects and limitations (and lacks its defects and limitations); Therefore, the “independence of houses”
as a perfection exists in the neighborhood in a more appropriate way; But “houses not knowing about
each other” as limitations and defects, is not allowed in the neighborhood, and from the neighborhood’s
perspective, the houses (neighbors) are aware of the situation.

Understanding Sadraei’s Thought

The issue of unity and multiplicity is one of the most important issues of philosophy, which is consistently
explored in the field of ontology under different titles, and the reason for this is the monotheistic nature
of these schools, which, of course, in most theories, multiplicity is either neglected or lacks justified
connection between the one and the many; But Sadra’s view as “unity of existence and existence, despite
the plurality of both stands apart from others. Mulla Sadra does not the negate plurality; rather, he affirms
authenticity and while believing in the multiplicity of existence, it proves unity in that multiplicity.

Conclusion

Based on the rule of Basit al-Haqiqah, every element of architecture can have a position similar to Basit
al-Haqiqah in relation to its sub-structure and be subject to the provisions of the mentioned rule. And that
simple one posses all the perfections of all things below it and does not have their limits and defects. As
you can see, according to Mulla Sadra’s point of view, architectural design is a manifestation of architectural
simplicity, architectural simplicity is a manifestation of sensual simplicity, and sensual simplicity is a
manifestation of divine simplicity. The architect must be able to integrate the understanding of simple and
complex truth with his idea so that the design is desirable. If he only considers the climate or the program
or the structure; All of these are truths; however, they are compound truths and have not reached the stage
of simple truth or Basit al-Haqiqah and remain in abundance. When it reaches Basit al-Haqiqah, then unity
is achieved (unity in multiplicity) and everything is issued from it; There is multiplicity, but at the heart of
unity, in other words, the radiant rays of simple truth can be counted as follows: the truth of all things that
are composite; And from the composite truth of all objects, we can identify the truth of the self, the truth of
the environment, the truth of the artificial (architectural) environment, and the truth of the design (Fig 4).

Fig 4: Simplicity in The depth of existence
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