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Abstract

The Bargh-e-Lame Factory is a remnant of a collection of industrial artifacts that were established in the
early modern period in Tabriz, forming part of the industrial architectural history of Tabriz and Iran. The
impact of social changes, the demands of the time, and top-down policies to relocate factories from the city
center to the outskirts led to the closure of this factory, similar to many other examples. However, preventing
the destruction of such valuable structures and preserving them through adaptive reuse in a modern way,
and based on current needs, can contribute to improving the quality of the urban environment and social
life in the city. In the long run, it can have positive effects in terms of sustainability and development. In
addition, considering the definition of industrial heritage as a branch of cultural heritage at the national
and international levels, this research has been conducted based to understand the capacities of industrial
heritage, specifically focusing on the factory in Tabriz. The aim of this research is to identify the different
layers of architectural and functional aspects of this factory and reinterpret its values as industrial heritage.
This has been achieved through a research and interpretive-historical approach, including the analysis of
written and oral sources, field observations, and a review of global literature on the values of industrial
heritage.
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Introduction

The Bargh-e-Lame Electric Factory used to be the main hub for towel production in the Tabriz region.
It had a significant economic impact on the city due to the large number of people employed directly or
indirectly by the factory. The owner of the factory, Mr. Haj Javad Bargh-e-Lame, was not only influential in
the economic aspects but also socially and culturally. Therefore, the factory had a social influence in addition
to its economic role. It is worth mentioning that the factory is located in the old part of Tabriz, close to
the city center, making it easily accessible for any new use. Over time, the factory complex underwent
gradual development, resulting in buildings from different periods with various functions. These spaces
hold different physical and functional values, representing the values of modernization, industrialization,

and the integration of local and traditional technology with modern architecture.

Methodology

To achieve this, the research suggests a combination of space usage, drawing from a matrix-based approach
that prioritizes cultural and heritage-preserving activities. The approach includes reactivating functional
parts of the factory and introducing technology parks and innovation centers. These are deemed suitable
due to their alignment with entrepreneurship, production, and technological advancements on both national

and global scales.

A systematic spatial allocation was devised based on five criteria: access, spatial breadth, required subspaces,
connectivity with open spaces, and spatial aesthetics. Using a Likert scale from 1 (very low) to 5 (very high),
the research evaluated the suitability of different areas within the plant for proposed uses. The resulting

layout includes:

1. Innovation and Startup Hub: Located in the central workshops, the historical core of the plant, symbolizing

its former role as a production centet.

2. Educational Facilities: Assigned to the eastern building, which offers suitable spaces for classrooms and

workshops.

3. Co-Working Spaces: Allocated to the larger northern shed, capitalizing on its expansive and adaptable

space.

4. Cultural and Exhibition Areas: Positioned in the southeastern buildings, accessible to the public as a

museum and exhibition venue.

Results

A comparative analysis of the factory’s spatial and functional components revealed the following key values:
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1. Environmental Values: The location, proximity, and accessibility of the factoryin the historic neighborhood

in the city center hold distinct significance.

2. Physical and Functional Values: The factory site consists of diverse buildings with varied floor plans for
production, administration, and services that are distributed in spaces. The standing structures showcase
architectural characteristics from different time periods, including various construction types (masonty, post-
and-beam, large spans), details and proportions (window dimensions and shapes), as well as brickwork and

metalwork, contributing to their architectural value and reflecting a fusion of modern and local technology.

3. Technology and Production: The factory’s production and distribution cycle can be revitalized, and
study of the production processes such as spinning, weaving, dyeing, etc., along with their corresponding
machinery and existing spaces, is feasible. This means that a portion of the factory can be restored and put

back into operation.

4. Historical and Aesthetic Considerations: The factory has undergone different phases of completion and
development over more than half a century, and the management building holds historical value, serving as

a potential cultural center for the city of Tabriz.

5. Social and Cultural Significance: The factory has a well-known reputation for producing high-quality

goods in Iran, and its name carries social importance for new purposes.

Discussion

The findings indicate that the Bargh-e-Lame Factory holds a unique position in Tabriz’s industrial history,
presenting opportunities for adaptive reuse. The revitalization strategy must balance historical preservation
with contemporary needs, ensuring that the site remains relevant for future generations. The research
highlights the importance of integrating modern technological advancements while maintaining the factory’s

historic character.

Furthermore, the study suggests that repurposing industrial sites like Bargh-e-Lame into multifunctional
hubs fosters economic and cultural sustainability. Mixed-use development strategies, including heritage
tourism, educational programs, and startup incubators, can enhance the site’s potential. Additionally, the
preservation of industrial artifacts and machinery can contribute to the historical narrative of the factory

while supporting innovation-driven activities.

Conclusion

Preventing the destruction of these values hidden in the Bargh-e-Lame factory by preserving and changing
their use in a modern way and based on contemporary needs can help improve the quality of the urban

environment and social life of the city and bringing positive effects in terms of sustainability and development
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in the long term. Creating movement, liveliness, visual diversity, and injecting life into this complex, while
preserving its personality, is possible through protection with an emphasis on the noble and special values

of industrial heritage.
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