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Abstract

The concept of “housing” as one of the most significant buildings located in the city is doubly important;
In fact, housing, in addition to covering a wider area among other urban uses, encompasses the most
hours spent in people’s lives. All this while, for a long time, “home” has been associated with Iranians
with traditional and original cultural values and has enjoyed a sacred status for every person. At the same
time, the development of modern housing in the country, under the influence of Western architectural
style, preferences and manner and, consequently, the contemporary needs of individuals, has undergone a
significant conceptual change. The present study, was conducted using descriptive-analytical method and
with a qualitative paradigm and Islamic realism approach, employs an inductive process that will explain
the multiple factors affecting the impact and appropriateness of housing development and modern urban
lifestyle. Thus, through semi-structured interviews at the expert level, it tries to examine the changes in the
concept of housing in accordance with the new urban lifestyle and in terms of the Islamic approach. The
findings, which revolve around three key questions, reveal that the concept of housing today, rather than
being influenced by its relevance to the content of the new urban lifestyle, is guided more by economic
factors, utilitarian views, personal interests and financial expediency of individuals. The result of this process
is the construction of houses significantly diverge from the traditional concept of the home, lacking many
concepts of Islamic housing development. However, it seems that adhering to some of the original values
and beliefs of society, such as privacy, avoiding overlooking other houses and respecting the neighbor, in
any case, plays a crucial role in people’s preferences and in choosing a house, and people try to optimize
their preferences by balancing their financial strength with such features in the chosen home. Ultimately,
the modern concept of “home” is a social construct that reflects the identity of the individual today, his
financial ability and the cultural values that govern society. This concept, in accordance with the economic
capability of the individual along with the codified criteria of urban housing development, can incorporate
more original and appropriate values of “home” concept in the content of an Iranian-Islamic city.
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Introduction

Housing is a fundamental aspect of life, providing shelter, safety, and a warm environment for rest (Henilane
2016, p. 168). However, in today’s urban development, cost has taken precedence, marginalizing Islamic
considerations in housing, While societies aim for urban growth that aligns with physical and psychological
well-being, the dominance of financial motives has prioritized quantity over quality. This research explores
how the modern urban lifestyle influences the concept of housing, examining the extent of its impact and
the prioritization of Islamic considerations. It also investigates whether these considerations have shaped

Iranian-Islamic housing and highlights overlooked aspects of Islamic housing in current urban contexts.

Materials and Methods

Conceptually, home and housing have been transformed in the modern urban lifestyle and are evolving into
a new concept every day. In fact, the concept of home has become a transitional and evolving concept

(Sedaghat, 2018: p.98). In the article, the fourth stage of the conceptual change of the house - from the initial

stage to urban development of cities, has been presented (based on (Rapaport, 2015: p. 228&49; Alalhesabi and

Karani, 2012: p. 31; Fazeli, 2016: p.32 & 35; Kaviani-Pouya, 2016: p. 76& 77; Morris, 2005: p. .11 and 12; Wentling
2016: p100-104)). Accordingly, the types of building and space have undergone three concept change

(evolvement): Primary: limited construction type, Pre-Industrial Native: More but limited building type.
In terms of personal interest, the use of an expert (overview) and finally, Modern: many construction and
specialized types. The construction of the building by the expert group follows a previously thought out
plan.

The fundamental belief of this research is that the realities surrounding the subject under study possesses
a multifaceted and social nature that is “interpretable” based on the interactive link between the researcher
and the respondents. From this perspective, the qualitative-interpretive research method employing semi-
structured interviews with informed and relevant experts will guide the exploration of values, the creation
of results, and findings. As a result, three main questions, based on theoretical foundations, consultation
with relevant experts, and review of research background, have guided the design and implementation of
the semi-structured interviews in accordance with the research objectives. The snowball sampling method

and theoretical saturation have been employed.

Results

The concept of home and housing exhibits differences in Iranian-Islamic housing compared to non-
Iranian-Islamic housing, Today’s housing is often being developed without considering the desirable criteria

for Islamic housing development. In many modern urban housing constructions, economic considerations

Culture of Islamic Architecture and Urbanism, 2024; 9 (1) | 222



Study of Changes in the Concept of Housing in accordance with the New Urban...

rather than existing criteria are the main drivers of the type and pattern of housing development. Since
housing has become a commodity and capital, housing naturally undergoes development not based on
cultural and identity-based value criteria, but rather to preserve the material value of capital and savings,
ultimately aiming for profitability. From this perspective, many features of Islamic housing ate overlooked

by the builders and developers of urban housing, and they take a back seat in favor of greater financial gains.

Discussion

The most overlooked principle in current housing development is the principle of introversion, which
addresses the issue of privacy. According to this principle, individuals create a secure space for themselves
in relation to their surrounding environment. This secure space allows individuals to engage in rest,
contemplation, worship, and personal matters, away from the hustle and bustle of the outside world. While
the concept of introversion has faded in modern housing development, and privacy even in the interior
design and layout of homes has weakened, individuals still strive to create a space for this purpose in their
homes. The lack of respect for others’ privacy within the home is another factor related to the first principle
and, at the same time, factors such as mass production, density, and non-compliance with neighborhood
and adjacency requirements have strongly influenced modern housing development. The size of residential
units is another factor that, under the influence of economic factors, has been significantly reduced in
housing development. The size of residential units perceived as both a quantitative and qualitative indicator
of urban housing, which has unfortunately undergone significant changes today due to the fact that housing

has become more of a commodity or capital, affecting both the quantity and quality of housing.

Conclusion

Ultimately, as some experts familiar with housing and home construction in today’s urban settings
emphasize, the concept of housing/home is not so much aligned with modern urban living styles, but rather
has been increasingly influenced and shaped by economic pressures. Meanwhile, contemporary housing,
instead of embracing traditional values and identity, has become a social construct that accommodates
some social, cultural, physical, environmental, and other preferences and priorities based on individuals’
financial capabilities. Therefore, in its modern development, housing may have gradually distanced itself
from its traditional content, and as a result, the shift in concept from “home” to “housing” in modern urban
developments is more aligned with the changing mindset of individuals (which can be related to changes
in lifestyle) than with its traditional concept.In conclusion, although some traditional functions of home
have found expression in urban spaces and now, in addition to housing content, the need for supplementary
residential services is also evident, the concept of the contemporary home signifies a sense of ownership,
private and secure space, tranquility, and a refuge for relieving fatigue and resting before returning to the

busy workspaces of today’s urban life. Individuals, based on their financial capabilities, seek to achieve a

223 | Culture of Islamic Architecture and Urbanism, 2024; 9 (1)



Atefeh Sedaghati

better quantitative and qualitative level of these attributes.
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Tab. 1: Functional indicators of desirable Islamic housing
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Tab. 2: The fourth stage of the conceptual change of the house from the first stage to the development of cities
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