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Although there has always been a reciprocal relationship
between people and their houses, less research has been
done on how housing affects residents' lives. One of the
outstanding researches on house-human relations is the
articles and studies of Gholam Hossein Memarian and
Seyyed Abbas Yazdanfar in Iran and outside Iran Roderick
Lawrence from Australia, Allison Miller from the United
States, Besim Selim Hakim and Hisham Mortada from
Islamic countries.  The present study has been
distinguished from the mentioned cases by examining
different spaces of the house and paying attention to
different periods — both past and present. The purpose of
this study was to investigate the effect of a house on the
proximity or distance of its residents from aspects of the
Iranian-Islamic lifestyle. The information from national
and religious sources was first studied, and after being
summarized, was examined through the perspective of
ideas put forth by Amos Rapoport to obtain various
indicators of the Iranian-Islamic lifestyle. Lifestyle
indicators were studied in three areas of individual and
collective activities, interactions, and social affairs.
Activities include behavioral patterns of resting, eating,
having fun, worshiping, studying, and handling health
care. Interactions include how to communicate with
family, other people, and nature. And social affairs
examine jobs and privacy in home spaces. Kashan was
selected as the research location because of its rich
religious and cultural heritage. The research method was
a hybrid of several approaches. The majority of the
qualitative work was done using phenomenology, and a
desk study was used to complete the data. Samples were
selected from the three types of apartments, middle-
houses, and traditional houses, and in addition to
observation and perception, semi-structured interviews
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with families were conducted. According to Rapoport, in
examining behavioral patterns, attention to four factors
of the user, location, method, and time is essential, so in
observations and interviews with residents, these four
issues were considered in the incidence of each behavior.
In the traditional house category, after reviewing two
samples with residential use at present, due to the high
volume of spatial changes, the following samples were
selected from traditional houses without structural
changes with use change. As a result, written sources such
as interviews with residents were used to study the status
of the building in the past. The number of samples from
each category was added until saturation was reached.
There were 20 families and 35 houses studied in total.
Each family also experienced living in a different type of
house structure in addition to traditional houses and the
diversity of existing homes also provided the possibility of
comparing different locative contexts. Rapoport's
environment-behavior diagrams demonstrated that
families who had previously lived in middle-houses and
now live in apartments had the most behavioral changes
compared to other families. The changes were noticeable
when serving the guests, making the food, having fun,
connecting with nature, working, maintaining privacy,
and saying prayers in the apartments. In comparison to
the past, having fun, connecting with nature, and working
were restricted in the middle houses. In comparison to
the past, relationships with neighbors have deteriorated,
regardless of housing conditions.

Keywords: House Architecture, Behavior Pattern, Iranian-
Islamic Lifestyle, Kashan Housing Pattern.
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