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Rethinking the concept of Iranian house in an Iranian
context is the subject of the present study, which, based
on the adaptation of historical descriptions and physical
structure, evaluates the components that shape this
concept and the physical approaches that affect it in
cases of study. Studying the spiritual and material
dimensions of home culture in the field of sociology and
culture is important because it guides the lifestyle.
Because the form of the house is formed according to
the total values, norms and meanings current in the
culture as well as the traditions and customs governing
the ethnic, group or local structures, and the awareness
of it will interpret and explain the direction of the social
and customary system of each region. In addition, this
kind of social study is important because it will reveal the
content and meaning of interactions in the housing,
social cultural symbols and signs that can be used in the
structure of the house and different functions of the
housing spaces, such as sanctity, custom and
specialness. Based on this, the current research relies on
the analysis of the content of historical texts and its
adaptation to the physical structure of the housing in
the study samples, looking at the existing theories in this
field, it tries to analyze the concept of the Iranian house
and identify the physical components involved in it. The
research question is that the physical descriptions of the
Iranian house represent which physical components in
shaping the concept of housing? How does the
adaptation of historical descriptions and the physical
identity of the Iranian house prioritize the role of the
components of the housing concept? The research
approach includes both quantitative and qualitative
aspects with a combination of descriptive analytical,
historical, interpretive and logical reasoning methods
that has been done in three main steps including
theoretical studies of the housing concept, historical
studies of the Iranian house and theoretical and
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syntactic indicators of research in selected house
samples. Theories and definitions related to the concept
and meaning of housing were examined in the first step
of the research in a descriptive and analytical method.
Then the discussed components were categorized in the
opinion of theorists so that their relationship with the
physical characteristics of the Iranian house was
analyzed. The second step of the research was done by
reading the historical descriptions of the Iranian house
and interpreting and categorizing the physical
characteristics and customs and lifestyle by using the
sources of travelogues, biography and local history with
the help of historical interpretive method. The results of
this study included the derivation of 5 indicators of
physical identity related to the concept of housing and
their compliance with the components of this concept in
the opinions of theorists. Examples include 6 houses in
2 cities of Yazd and Isfahan from Safavid and Qajar
periods. The results indicate that the five components of
the concept of Iranian house corresponding to the
syntactic indicators of the research in comparison with
the houses of Yazd and Isfahan have different priorities;
that is Isfahan houses with a small spatial depth and high
axial view of the stages of entering the arenas,
compared to Yazd houses which have a lower level of
internal / external confrontation and a higher rate of
visual diversity and blending of natural / artificial arenas.
Also, centralism or multiple functional centralities,
formulation of cultural / ritual index spaces and blending
of internal degrees in terms of the role of activity /
semantic factors have differences in the formation of
Yazd and Isfahan houses' bodies, which are discussed in
the analysis of findings.
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Table 1: An overview of previous research related to the characteristics of living in an Iranian house
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Fig. 1: Conceptual model showing the relationship between the theoretical components of the Iranian house concept and the
syntactic indicators used in the research process.
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Table 2: Coding and categorization resulting from the content analysis of historical descriptions
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Table 2: Introduction of plans and pictures of study cases
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Table 3: Shape and numerical values of the indices of spatial depth, spatial circulation, axial vision and cone of vision
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Table 4: Cone of vision values with the help of the Izovist tool at the entrances and thresholds between the yards
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Fig. 2: Comparison of study cases according to research indicators
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