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Abstract

Historical-ritual squares in Iranian cities have long served as settings for the expression of collective memory, religious
rituals, and socio-cultural identity. However, processes of modernization and urban development have often disrupted
their functions and weakened their symbolic roles. Pir Roudband Square in Dezful represents a unique case in which
natural, physical, and ritual values converge; however, the space currently faces challenges such as functional disorder,
traffic conflicts, and diminished social belonging. This study aims to formulate strategies for the regeneration of Pir
Roudband Square, with an emphasis on strengthening its identity and collective memory. Using a qualitative and
strategic approach based on field observations and previous findings, a SWOT analytical model was applied to identify
internal strengths and weaknesses, as well as external opportunities and threats. The results highlight major weaknesses
in ritual functionality and spatial organization while also revealing potentials rooted in cultural memory and historical
identity. Strategies detived from the SWO'T analysis include redefining the spatial structure in harmony with ritual
needs, organizing access routes, reinforcing symbolic elements, improving urban furniture and lighting, and fostering
local participation. These measutes can restore the cultural and social role of the square and serve as a model for the

regeneration of ritual spaces in other historical urban contexts in Iran.
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Introduction

Squares in the historical contexts of Iran have been more than physical voids; they have acted as arenas of
memory, religion, and identity. The case of Dezful, with its centuries-old Muharram rituals, illustrates how
such spaces embody community practices and memories. Yet, contemporary transformations—including
the expansion of traffic networks, physical deterioration, and inadequate design—have challenged these
functions. Pir Roudband Square, historically central to Dezful’s mourning ceremonies, now struggles
with physical and functional inefficiencies that weaken its ritual role and reduce its symbolic significance.
Previous research has confirmed the square’s potential while also highlighting weaknesses in readability, the
coexistence of ritual functions, and the physical environment. The present study seeks to provide practical
strategies for the regeneration of this square, with the broader aim of offering a generalizable model for

other Iranian ritual spaces.

Materials and Methods

This research is applied in purpose and descriptive-analytical in method. A strategic approach was
adopted using the SWOT model, which is a common tool for planning urban regeneration. Data were
collected through systematic field observations during Muharram ceremonies, focusing on physical form,
movement routes, access conditions, urban furniture, lighting, and social interactions. These findings were
complemented by results from previous quantitative research conducted by the authors, which measured
components of identity and memory through questionnaires and statistical analysis. Internal (strengths and
weaknesses) and external (opportunities and threats) factors were categorized across physical, functional,
and semantic dimensions. Based on comparative analysis, strategies were developed in four categories: SO

(strength-opportunity), WO (weakness-opportunity), ST (strength-threat), and WT (weakness-threat).

Results and Discussion

The SWOT analysis revealed the following: Strengths: long-standing ritual history, community attachment,
presence of historical elements, and potential for cultural tourism. Weaknesses: disruption of ritual
functions, interference from the traffic system, lack of legibility, insufficient facilities, and a declining sense
of belonging. Opportunities: potential for tourism development, revitalization of the historical context,
promotion of cultural identity, and capacity for social participation. Threats: urban traffic pressure, risk
of physical deterioration, loss of symbolic values, and dominance of non-ritual functions. Based on these
factors, four groups of strategies were proposed: SO strategies: organizing space in line with rituals, creating
family-friendly facilities, integrating the natural landscape, preserving historic buildings, and using collective
memory as design inspiration. WO strategies: improving lighting, urban furniture, and health facilities;
defining pedestrian paths; renovating the historical context; addressing inconsistencies; and strengthening
symbolic layers. ST strategies: maintaining a balance of activities, ensuring harmony between natural and
built environments, respecting identity markers, avoiding incompatible construction, and enhancing spatial
transparency. WT strategies: preventing passive or incompatible uses, creating meaningful spaces, designing

in harmony with historic materials, and improving surveillance and safety.

Discussion

The findings confirm that the main challenge facing Pir Roudband Square lies in the gap between its historical-
ritual role and contemporary urban dynamics. While its historical memory and cultural significance remain
strong, neglect in urban planning has led to functional and physical disruptions. The proposed strategies

illustrate how cultural identity and collective memory can serve as key frameworks for urban regeneration.
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Organizing the square around ritual practices ensures the continuity of tradition, while improving urban
services and design elements addresses contemporary urban needs. Moreover, strengthening the participation
of local residents can enhance social belonging and the sustainability of interventions. The SWOT-based
approach demonstrates flexibility by allowing strategies to be tailored according to context-specific strengths

and threats.

Conclusion

Pir Roudband Square embodies centuries of ritual practice and collective identity for the residents of Dezful
but currently faces challenges related to functional inefficiency, spatial disorder, and weakened belonging.
Through SWOT analysis, strategies were developed to restore the square’s cultural role while meeting
modern urban demands. These include redefining physical boundaties, organizing movement routes,
strengthening symbolic and memorial elements, enhancing lighting and urban furniture, and promoting
public participation. Such strategies not only regenerate Pir Roudband Square but also provide a transferable
model for revitalizing ritual spaces across historical Iranian cities. By linking spatial regeneration with
identity-building components, the study underscores the importance of cultural memory in sustainable

urban planning,
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Figure 1. Lack of suitable space for the escorts and

climbing the scaffolding, Dezful Municipality Archives
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Figure 3. The path of the mourners of Nemati and Heydari neighborhoods, from right to left, respectively, on the afternoon of

Ashura. Ashura morning and Ashura afternoon, Dezful from early 1330, (Reza Masoudinejad, 2013).
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the day of Ashura, Pir Roudband tomb in Dezful, Dezful
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Figure 8. Extractive model for studying the areas of identity formation and maintenance, memory, and culture. (Soltani et al.,

2011, p. 92).
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Figure 10. Proposed form of urban regeneration with a

collective memory approach

(> E)_LsB WCogh 0jg—> 33y ol ke

(2> § (60 )—B Cugh ((pS USd Al i AT
(\YWAY ;u_«ﬂ) ok (6 LS )lj Sl sl 3 S s
Aiue) ) (pg—tde sldogy )l (WA wyebl)) g
3 led S a3l Load Sl g Lxe cg ol ccig 15
‘(Halbwachs) w_ﬂ%JLm U290 ((F—o> E)Jol& :\_wo)
09,5 slael b 05 (6ygbl g (S tan 5,LE I,
40,8 ol Jlasl 5 olad sla)lislw b o Sgn )
b o ol s sl K6 Ly whbl e dla)ol daciw

09> 859 ol celo gl 5l a_x (Halbwachs, 1980)

o Bybls 35S0, U (g e 850 0-Y
logzg slime 02515505 (6 o—b (i B30 o3y
VAY. and , Slol 5l aS ol (g0 axwgi Lol jo
Regenerate =8 duiy ) 5l <l )d Regeneration 63lg .ol
450 (b L giil slire 4y (gy4—d Slalllas )3 g
d.d)f )‘)_9 d)yl} UP =0 as 045 u_uol.o.: gg_: )‘
Mol (Colantonio & Dixon, 2011) &5l o !
wablio 45" Cul ple Mol S € cyais o ,8l5L»
5 Silwsialles g3l cgilog egilame yebai (6,503
L SR u“")‘el)l" DyS o0 3 |y b (i3 gy
(Sl g s R—D 2lig 9 Sl waod del pygie
(YA (g39ain 5 ) Sl joid 05 0155 0)Lgd
(e porde dise=Sim )b (s ppb (233l iy yaiily o
—Kinyd (6 o Ls")ﬂi)l-’» 4_>u] RS CRPR N LGN
(S slacalw Lo el O—l Sy €l
e jl g Sl pdylbail (e g ymgal 9 35,8
St G Al Slual o 5 Lol 5 (S Glge )
ol S o Bolas 4 sliwd ) Kl a8
(soloiz] 5SS sl (gl (6o (R BI3L 09—
Jolos cpl ggame 4 S el (aJl g Jae (golasdl
oy cslaial aloy ) b gloale)w oo
B S pogie dse Sim b (g ip—b i,dlil
sl (Sm g e (i B3k Il )l (ea IS
e i iyl o bl 3,505, Ly g,
oo olixo 5 (63,55 (a8 a_alho 4w |y &S 009
ool e el Jolge y ol faomme S il piy 5Ll
5 lel pleudl Coledyd 9 S 3 9 (e o

R | 1100 «Jgl 6 lasis o> jL Jlw EboLL;ulks_jLw_}g.ﬂJgGJlnzn\Sm_}é



il slobasd s 5202 63bL> Ll (5 s 2l bl 1 jgRocugs (6 e ST L

wi UIM Li—’ GJ)B])L ‘)9—::"’ 4-‘4-9[) 9% 7:.“_,09_5
55 Jos

DR (0 p & (g0 Sl g}y jo—bo yan

WS g Jate a3 JSd 3 e clmdlig, g Loyl
5 ooy ool (WA (S m) aSlaslyy e
Sy glacd b plysa ) ope glace—ulis
9 ua_l?u) ] 03)5 J,J?u (PG—oE ‘_SLAB k:»t—’?b »
03,5 (Bymo Cnub L 03) B higy (il Sy e
WS late aslboluw j3 oo Sinys pglis , g
Sl il (WA gy mS 03l) ysol) ila_ls
el 2 5)lsS 5w slagm] b jlaie 1y Sl
MI)A aS el oald ul_w 9 DJ; W2y L;:La_%
255,08 eBge y s 5 ol a I ol cargo (il
‘OI)M 9 UJ._....&) Db oo (suinled Sldio 4 o
) g) o plol (6l 9w ool o 03254 2o
slply pols g llail e Jols (ygomen (ol jline 9 2l S
Bes Olidos oyl ilosls sl @il ol Lo
e i B3k slmpealy g8 a S Ll
BB 5 aan By b g e, aST L o]
Gt 5t A3l Aia 0 lmingly o bien
(yyay ‘u«_m.c.»l RAPCDY “‘—L‘*‘?OT)" &S od i plox]
2 Sl 9 ppesi] 33,09, Cj9pd (Sl
(WY (ol an 5 byg) el 03,5 18T 3050
0l Ui ool () (e plsl (e (il o
Hlo3)S yy 1) (soges &8 )ltie Cogl )3 ) jie
Olg i S )l io 0 (WA ) Ko 4 L;Jblufu))
AR slel szl golul ¢l guds (Jle )
gk ol lal og—d > 653l poi 5 il

(Wilson) y9—wbg (Misztal) Jbsse o(Eyerman) cye ]
bl dalllas 4y 5 (Casey) oS ¢ (Olick) S
Misztal, 2003) 514313 ol el clasoly § (xo>
(Eyerman, 2002) (Olick, 2006) (Wilson, 2005) (Misztal,
ez b5 o L5 1) ;o gwgy T (pimen 2009
o) 055 oo Ll g Lo ylSo b oybls A Sgn 5l g dld oo
b oy 5 18y bl 5 Cugm Lo 41y 4 25,
s po—tdo )] (Rossi, 1982) 5, 5 o )5 4y o
Gl S35 g S pyg €5 g9 po—tie &
@ gy slaimgh oyl (Norberg-Schulz, 1980)
2 ez ljl by pd (5,813l 3 (x> 5L
(e g yinzy0) diile (Jelod g (Slae Lo img}y
(VYAY coaljslons) MY+ woljolrus g bl (V¥R
2 55 Jalse (plwlid 4 (WY ()Sen 5 2l —0) 5
s3,Sug) b g A3y (e Cugr g Sl (Sl
Obe bLs)l o ome (ol dplg) Lo ailwlidlasn
sl gyl low g (oo eaalie (2 JI S L
wwhlwlie) 5 o) (oo opl 3 slodS s )
woliygy oy bl 28 (WAL ¢l o se) o (VWAV
O & iseliae 1) (pldd sbajlislw o eloia
M) pizmen Aled ) o)y g JLdil
(> L50S5) o (WY g ysdo g JMS) (IFAY ATAD
wlize g Sl wlibailis (g0 J L nadse , (VWA
Mlos el ol Jo g 4l ST Ko s
35 oS —en 5 (g39050 A lodges 4 Sl aadlhe
il el 9 ol Jool Glo85)] Sle—5 5k @955
Alo3)S 7 ytao polae Yy 5 b dgelge o) (i
o )bl g oo Sl b iaggy il 42 5]
5 b slacge)l 903, olsly |y (e o 4
3516 ol el 03> 1] (gia )} oo cLm o
2940l Gje—o ) pwlio ol ladlas g
b Gl e S (63,nly i Bl B
Pl @95 e iy o ol sl 03,5 )
S35y Gl b 4 S WS o i ] (lalllas

]Foa‘dgloJLmi)‘p.:b)_jL_ijLmﬁuoUmlls_ibuJej:gtleaga&mﬁ | 1€



G259 S jgy gl o0

g Joonlh DledS )y I Cpgody (Sl
clalas o 8T5b (Solotmw & yg—sods (glaalllan
NP d29i3y90 ()b oo plgisds (e by LI 4
w_w]).o &S J9£).) Aole Ls’bb)'et—‘“’ BRI el 03
Wik (€ b (S 5l )JJJL"_;’lJ} (v L;:_ca.:\.o
sy, a8 e e by S5 SH a5l
iyliel g 8 STyl 5l oy o0 glaesly a sl
J5839 3 4iad9) s G (3L sl 55 L
& W@ o Laies o) slaasl .ol ody S oy o5
Slgs o & Sb a5 S S pold glad oy Slos g
slalad )il—“’ L;l)g de)lﬂ d9—§‘” S5 Ob_:.cd.g
235 )y8 oola_wldyge ! (sla b plu > owlyo
W sSg, 9 390 / iRg3s 99, -0
Lbd jl g (g0, 05 cdu Lo 5l imgh oyl
ol 0 Sugy Lo (llos— oy gy 9 Cle
9 oS ot p (G (S (IS 2 Sug) ol
sl 4ol Jlow g Sl slpodls jl oS5
oy aly la il 5l (S as oa i eolawl (w085
ol (i Bl g s b s5yal sLmdyal,
G5 it b paly o el Jolge oL wlis
el ol 59530 3,509, late sl a il b Lo |y
e (s )3 g g L L yisu Sls, alya S
Slwp Bl oy basgs s Lacans o Slis o |,
el omly S (b oLzl Gl (a9
Foe S 5 F9y> J—lse gl Fiul joLatea, (VAT
Mo 0l e yog) 3l 039 yu Ao Cumidg y

5 bl i3l )yt 3l Al S gy dao )
2 e by b g ol Lais oo (opd ol

L (WA colpl) g2 (505 &Y e
@ ol gl 3, Sdas 5 (605 IS 0y (o) —
rolee (BAhb 3 Cgr dind 5 olaS (S BuuSea ]l
(FRY opstia g oS 5081) el 03,8 0Ll lonine
» o=l b slaghe Joh—e loa Sk
Wlos )" (i inail 5 ol wlid aslllasd)se 4 iges e
9 el slaghie A wlie 4y (VWAD ol i)
polis 93, Slos iporio Jo5 yow g 4By yolae
Sloold) el od, S dow 1) La ol sy S
(8 i (P )B 0) Su9) Ly 55 (WWAY ol 4
ohed L5 wge yas | o8 550 gLl
gyl |y gl 5)*—“ SB SRy 9 oan ) gt
g S5 oy Lsidae lalllan oyl A lod S
Jios b ol S 5 g wlar b 3 p03 boglage ()b
sl 48,55 g0 (63, g - (Sin b

sy 4 9% & Jlis > (MasoudiNejad, 2013)
L g lho—ile bl )3 J5853 )bl (sl e S5
2 A slmopnly g By A iog) oS
0I5 (g5 Madgy (e (srex BybL 5 Cagn ol
oy

NS a S0l plis Lmaipdi y— (5)9—
2803 el ate crex 81 5 Cyom claygre
aBle ©)g—ot s o slaglie Cllllas 5 50 —3
)y Lpygome pl &8 gy Lol cdilod b () 2
sl e S (8L sl pualy g B o
bbb g cgm 3)Sagy L (U8 Mgy y—m) F)b
5 9 oS slaby) S Pl G ySo e g (e
O Slalllas (Sodc;leds i cdl wad plx]
03059 o908 Slaldd b (s (L 0jo> )
a1y 0y bl g e yon Ly &g 35S yaio

10 | 1100 «Jgl 6 lasis o> jL Jlw EboLL;ulks_jLw_}g.ﬂJgGJlnzn\Sm_}é



il slaliad 4> 5205 8L BLol Sl Gules paly 192009 6 ied HisSTiL

el ol Sk G20 gl .l 00y )3 | o spss
g UESuCagn big > (p Finks Olg—ied Lise Bjg> oS
csbojg g 0db olulid Lad (], Jlasjl Lo b5
laid )3 3108 enl g d s a8 g e Jled
Sl a8 sl Sy e cp 55 Hoboimen
CapleS g Aadg) yy 839300 (a2 By LI g Cygn
aly i wd jl g wan] ol olidl 3 )b 5l Lalas
Olebee 5 SR 35—t «S)lore 5 (S 2— (b
Sl SLaladl g (yoj ()8 (5580 2 (g o
Lad oy )5 g 5 s sladlps sy 4 S Wu b oy 8
Olpre Cp i (S8l sla)Sal) cwoenl 55 4
b 5 ol slo ) Kaly s dy upw g Cueal
el (g p—d plobe 9 Mg S50 5 R

(V Jsia) sl S8 ey )8

SIS 0 plo) o clal e b a8 S oy 4 opllas
SIS sy Jols g 00 plonl p oo il ool o
(Lo ywsd Caamog L BCEd S S > s ¢yl o
5 ood il i S Hlie i e (S Jola
Lgl.a))l d|)_) (o el 0dg a8 dbl? C.L:_w
Oy Sy (s)lsl (gl il g s oo B
9 Cogr sladalie co S o wd ygdg sod
pols Lo o a gl slmodly lgieds g aidlyy,
P (\\c'\ﬂ ‘Lé—n'j9 9 usl?w) uﬂ)f )‘)_9 o.)l.é.ﬁ_wb)ﬁa
SRS B3 9 Lad ol )5 olilas e b S5 iagsy
P $ployble S5 Jame Jslge ogad
)|).91(=)) )l osla ! Ly 9 6)91&‘"? A‘ol;w_u:).’ o

(\\c"" ‘L}“"ﬁ 9 u9l>w) ‘O‘){)lf )b)l Audgy 5.)9.)9:.0 dgabes Lg‘.h)&bb o mﬁ‘ 39 Js-\?
Table 1. Relative importance of solutions for improving the Pir Roudband area from the perspective of users, (Sakhawt & Wasigh, 1403)
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Table 2. Internal factors affecting the re-creation of the ritual field of Dezful’s Roudband with a collective memory approach

based on the SWOT model.
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Table 3. External factors affecting the re-creation of the ritual field of Dezful’s Roudband with a collective memory approach

based on the SWOT model.
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damage to the historical bed of the complex
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Damage to the city’s memory heritage - Loss of Social dynamics at certain times of the year in e
Meaning association
intimacy and transparency of urban space - Lack of  the area, qualitative improvement of the Rudband
meaning and low readability of the new urban space area as an urban monument in preserving the
for people city’s memories - qualitative improvement of
ritual ceremonies based on people’s memories
. . e Lxo Jo!
B edgdze Lisucugn (b bl b S yeS . VL ol o L y ol o Jelae
e . Ay g 055 = Vb oline Jouiliy b 6508 Semantic factors
S Sl 5l p3ye JUdinl pis g dawgs ] cos S
. o P kol Cagr 03,8 Sl
The weakening of the area’s identity values due to
Urban space with high semantic potential - alive Arousal

development and people’s lack of acceptance of new
and highlighting the people’s core identity
.changes
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Table 5. Presenting a strategy, policy, and plan for recreating the ritual square of Roudband with a collective memory approach
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Developing a variety of optional activities
including: (relaxing, walking, watching the

)river view, etc

Bl e )l 38!

Increasing selective uses
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Diversifying activities

(Obiwgy GlBMe capn obalad sl
295 sl
Creating spaces for meeting friends and

group walks

o (6L b cusliio bodlgls o i (sl (ola Joe sbox
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Creating places for family recreation in keeping with the

5 e fUa.;ﬂ

begls le
Organizing and balancing activities
religious and cultural atmosphere of the complex

sbaw (BusScmlio glpy oblas slb
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Designing spaces for participants of

mourning processions
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Taking measures such as appropriate lighting
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Preventing the development of passive uses in the main wall of
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Increasing social security in the area

(the square (monitoring urban space
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Designing a tourist route that interconnects
religious rituals, collective memory, and

symbolic elements.
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By restoring and renovating the historical context of the project Strengthening the tourism and

AR e o

area, we will create a complex for domestic and foreign tourists historical spirit of the environment

.to visit

b adis flog 9 o3l (sl ppans Jol S5
owlye polaid! gy sk
Pedestrianization of the square and

ceremonial pathways to eliminate vehicular

conflicts

oly 03y e iy yod B2l Sl 4l Loy yp09)008 WSl Jo

Solving vehicle traffic problems by defining pedestrian routes

pibele) (Sl oMute s
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YU 5,88k ol 5 curSh Gigas
Using high-quality and durable flooring

materials

Solving traffic problems
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Pedestrian path quality
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0 sl g Bl
Reinforcing religious public spaces as people-
centered urban anchors for socio-spatial

connection
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Religious public spaces, as public spaces, are of great importance Residents’ participation in the
in establishing a connection between people and the physical implementation of the plan

.environment
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Dimensions
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Possibility of creating a green space in

harmony with the environment
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Harmony in integrating the natural landscape with the artifact
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Improving the landscape and

harmonizing with the natural landscape
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Ensuring climatic comfort in the square’s
public open spaces through appropriate

.vegetation cover and native shade trees
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Ensuring climatic comfort in public open spaces of the square

by using appropriate vegetation cover

e slad alole

Organizing green space

b s & ool la Shg polaid]
Assigning symbolic features to the design

context
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By restoring and renovating it
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Identifying and integrating historic identity

markers into context-sensitive design
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Strengthening the historical context of
the environment
Strengthening the historical context of

the environment
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b gl ok
Using traditional walling and fagade patterns

in the design of new buildings
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Controlling the formation of new buildings to harmonize the

skyline and facade
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Environmental health services, access to public transportation,

improving the night view

e ©leds D)

Creating urban services

Wl 559 g5 (il (lyy ol Joro oyl
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Places for making offerings, ablutions,

.toilets, etc
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Availability of facilities at the local level
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Improving health and welfare facilities
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Jumbrellas, trash cans, etc
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Improving urban furniture in line with the cultural and religious

environment
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Improving urban furniture
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Lighting to give identity to the historical elements of the

complex and lighting appropriate to the activities
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Correct lighting
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Traffic management and vehicular circulation

strategies

29700295 (pbelo plasjl ge g w2lje (slags )l aslole
Organizing nuisance and congestion-generating uses, organizing

traffic
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Organizing existing inconsistencies and

irregularities
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Using geometric brick and tile designs from

ancient tombstones
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Contextualism with historical, cultural, and social dimensions
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Paying attention to symbolic layers in

cemetery reconstruction
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Reviving collective memories in the form of

elements, symbols, and signs
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on their collective memories
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its historical dimension and collective memories.
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