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Abstract

In the past, the Iranian-Islamic neighborhood has been the main unit of social relations in cities and has
played a unique role in people’s lives with numerous positive social functions. However, recently, with the
development of the Internet and cyberspace, people’s social relationships have gone beyond local boundaries,
and the dependence of social relationships on place has decreased. This issue, while changing the social
relations of people, can cause difficulties in the realization, progress, and stability of the Iranian-Islamic
neighborhood, which is dependent on its social relations and functions. Based on this, the current research
aims to analyze the possibility of realizing the social functions of the neighborhood in the Internet era in
order to better define, plan and design the spaces of the neighborhood. The method of the current research
is qualitative, while analyzing the content of relevant documents, logical reasoning is used to organize
information and analyze the issue. The analysis of the research has been conducted in three analytical
sections: including the general analysis of the views and results of the studies of scholars and researchers,
the analysis using Wellman’s theory of network individualism, and the analysis referencing to the historical
background and rethinking it. Based on the findings and results obtained, it seems that in the age of the
Internet, it is hardly possible to realize the social functions of the Iranian-Islamic neighborhood, which
goes beyond the superficial, formal and transitory social relations in local spaces. The most important factor
in this matter is the change in living conditions and the strengthening of networked individualism in the
age of the Internet, centered on the individual and the their desires, which is in serious conflict with the
collectivism existing in traditional Iranian-Islamic neighborhoods and the social functions detived from it.
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Introduction

Traditional neighborhoods in Iran have been centered on social relations, and local spaces have played
an essential role in the social life of citizens. However, urban neighborhoods have partially lost their
role and social function in recent decades. This can lead to the loss of the traditional nature and
concept of the neighborhood in Iran. Such a situation has led to the spread of neighborhood-oriented
projects and the regeneration of neighborhoods, which seek to revive the values and principles of
traditional neighborhoods, including their rich social interactions. However, the fundamental issue
is the transformation of conditions in the present era with the advancement of the Internet and the
development of virtual space, which can affect the success and efficiency of such plans. Nowadays, the
role of the Internet and cyberspace in people’s daily lives, spending time and forming social relations
has become very vibrant and the scope of people’s social relations has expanded and translocalized.
The question of the current research is: to what extent is it possible to realize the social functions of
traditional Iranian-Islamic neighborhoods in the age of the Internet? And what are the reasons for the
possibility or impossibility of properly realizing the social functions of Iranian-Islamic neighborhoods
in the age of the Internet?

Research method

The current research is fundamental research with a qualitative approach. A search about the Internet
and its impact on the community and neighborhood was conducted using the Google Scholar database
and by searching the combined keywords consisting of “information and communication technology”,
“internet” and “digital” along with “neighborhood” or “community” in English without a time
limit. Also, in order to use more reliable sources, the research was limited on sources published in
internationally recognized journals and databases (such as Taylor and Francis, Elsevier, Springer and
Sage) or well-known and widely referenced authors in the discussion of the Internet and its impact on
the community and neighborhood (such as Wellman, Hampton, Castells, Mitchell and Webber). After
extracting the relevant content, the information was organized and summarized, and open coding of
the data was performed according to the themes related to the research question. Then, based on the
tindings and using logical reasoning, the possibility of realizing the social functions of the Iranian-
Islamic neighborhood in the age of the Internet was determined and analyzed in three parts. The use
of three analytical methods was determined to enhance the validity of the research results and to

eliminate the existing gaps and theoretical deficiencies.
Result and Discussion
First Part: Analysis of the Topic Using the General Analysis of Existing Theoretical Perspectives

The review and analysis of available resources on the impact of the Internet on social relations in
the neighborhood shows that there are different, two-sided and sometimes conflicting views and
findings on this issue. In order to better explain the issue and reduce ambiguities, Figure 1 shows a
summary of the positive and negative views on the impact of the Internet on the social relations of

the neighborhood.
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Fig. 1: Description of positive and negative views on the role and effects of the Internet on local
social relations

The contents expressed in Figure 1 show that the particulatly positive effect of the Internet on the social
relations of the neighborhood is highly dependent on the background conditions of each place, and the
amount and type of these effects vary across neighborhoods. Also the negative effects of the Internet on
local social relations have more inclusiveness and prevalence among urban areas and are not dependent
on many contextual preconditions because they rely on the inherent capabilities and characteristics of this
technology.

The Second Part: Analysis of the Issue Using Wellman’s Network Individualism Theory

According to Wellman’s network individualism theory, individualism increases with the help of the capacities
and characteristics of the Internet age. Because the Internet can transfer part of people’s social relationships
from being in social groups such as neighborhoods to social networks. These networks allow the individual
to respond to their social needs such as obtaining information, social relations, support and gaining identity
with self-centeredness, freely and independently of local groups. So the place and importance of the
neighborhood in the social life and formation of social relations of people are diminished. The individualism
of a network is opposed to the collectivism found in traditional neighborhoods. In the collectivism of
traditional neighborhoods, people had a strong local affiliation and bond and considered themselves part
of the community and responsible for each other and the whole- i.e., their neighborhood, and as a result
of these strong social ties, many local positive social functions were created. Therefore, considering that
individualism means the centrality of the individual and personal interests, which is in conflict with the
spirit of collective life and social relations in traditional Iranian-Islamic neighborhoods, It seems that it is
not possible to properly realize the social functions of the neighborhood in the age of the Internet; because
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the belongingness and dependence of people with the physical environment and the community around
them has decreased and more people favor superficial, transitory and person-oriented social interactions
centered on cyberspace.

The Third Part: Analyzing the Issue With Reference to the Historical Background and Rethinking it

If we want to examine the factors that create social interactions in traditional neighborhoods- factors that
provided the social functions of the neighborhood- and explain the situation of these factors in the age of
the Internet, it seems that the possibility of realizing the social functions of the neighborhood in this age
will become clear to us (Figure 2):

Fig. 2: Rethinking the status of the main factors of creating social interactions in Iranian-Islamic
neighborhoods according to the conditions of the Internet age

According to Figure 2, it seems that the Internet and cyberspace will cleatly have a negative impact on the
two main factors creating social interactions in traditional neighborhoods, namely local commonalities and
common needs, which are considered the most important factors. Regarding interests, with the strengthening
of individualism in the age of the Internet, the interest in strong and deep local social relations that is based
on collectivism should decrease. However, regarding opportunities, the discussion is very complicated and
depends on the conditions of each place in terms of the quality of the physical environment, social and
economic conditions, and the quality of the Internet and cyber space.

Conclusion

According to the findings of the research, although there is a discussion of people’s isolation, increased
privacy and decreased social interactions in the age of the Internet, it does not seem probable because people
still engage in communication and social interactions in the cyberspace. However, the place, quality and
manner of formation social relations and interactions in the Internet era can differ from thosein previous
times, which can affect the social functions of the Iranian-Islamic neighborhood. While the Internet can
strengthen local social relations if the various dimensions of a place match and complement the conditions
of the Internet age, due to changes over time and the emergence of networked individualism, it is difficult
to realize the social functions of the neighborhood that go beyond the supetficial, formal and transitory
social relations in local spaces.
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