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Abstract

One of the precious architectural heritages of Iran is the caravanserai, whose creation began many years
ago due to its location on the east-west commercial highway, along with various factors played a role in its
evolution. Today, the roadsides of this land are filled with such buildings that are subject to erosion due to the
emergence of modernism and a lack of adequate care. Therefore, the current research has been conducted
to explain the political-social values of caravansaries, by posing the question: how have political-social values
been influenced the formation of suburban caravansaries in the central plateau of Iran? The nature of the
research is qualitative, and its method is descriptive-analytical and the method of gathering information is
both documentary and field. Finally, the political values of suburban caravansaries in the central plateau
of Iran have been classified and explained at three levels: system, process and policymaking, and the social
values of these buildings have been classified into five concepts of security, tradition, conformity, altruism
and redemption.
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Introduction

Out-of-town caravansaries have always been considered as an important construction element in
communication routes. However, they are subject to erosion and destruction due to the emergence of
modernism and insufficient attention. Therefore, knowing the caravansaries and protecting them is very
important and it also provides the means of connecting the present-day individuals with the heritage of
the past. The protection of every work always starts with asking: “What should be protected?” Knowledge
is the prelude to conservation. This comprehensive understanding can only be achieved when the three
components of the place (body, function and meanings) are respected. The dominance of the materialistic
view on the current human thinking and life has led to the major focus of researches in the field of
knowledge of caravansaries to the physical aspects.

Therefore, today, it is very important to address the non-physical values of caravansaries. However, due
to the spread of these values as well as the political and social status of caravansaries in historical eras,
especially the Safavid era, this article pays attention to the political-social values of caravanserais by raising
the question: What are the political and social values that influence the formation of suburban caravansaries
in the central plateau of Iran? The goal is to pave the way for the comprehensive recognition and protection
of suburban caravanserais in the central plateau of Iran.

Materials and Methods
This research is developmental in terms of its purpose and historical - qualitative, in terms of its nature
According to the nature of the research, an integrated research method has been used:

1- For explaining the concept of value in humanities: descriptive-analytical research method. 2- For
explaining the political-social values of the caravansaties: historical - descriptive research method

In this research, library and field studies have been used to collect information.

Results
Political values

Political values are the value beliefs directed towards the political system. Almond and his colleagues have
identified three general levels for dividing political values: systemic, process and policy (Almond, Powell, &
Monte, 2012, p.258).

Social values

Schwartz has divided values into two parts: collective and individual values. Collective values, which include
conservatism and attention to others, express the values of the traditional system and their value aspects
include: security, tradition, conformity, altruism and belief in salvation. (Schwartz, 2000).

Explaining the Role of Socio-Political Values in Conservation and Architecture

Fielden and Ukilehto have divided the values of heritage into two categories: cultural values and socio-
economic values.Ayatollah Zadeh Shirazi also classified values into three groups: emotional, cultural and
functional values. Functional values include functional (functional), economic, social and political values
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(Avatollah Zadch Shirazi, 2012).Randall Melson (Randall, 2002) listed two groups of economic and socio-
cultural values for heritage.

Therefore, in different classifications of heritage values political and social values are sometimes introduced
as a group of heritage values and sometimes as a subset of a group of heritage values under the title of
practical values or contemporary values.

Discussion
Review of previous researches about the social-political values of caravanserais

Among studies about caravanserais, Shanvaz and Khaghani have studied caravanserais and described their
functions in the Safavid era by citing historical sources (Shanwaz&IKhaghani, 2014), however, this research lacks
analysis and classification of political- social values and it has mentioned only a number of the functions of
these buildings by delving into historical sources.

Bassoli and Derakhsh have also briefly described the functions of Iranian caravanserais from a visual
perspective  (Bassoli&Derakhsh, 2021).

The political value of suburban caravanserais
Based on the studies, the Safavid caravanserais had the following political values (I'ab.1):

Tab. 1: Analysis of the Political Values of the suburban Caravansaries based on the levels of Almond et al.

level of
Concept . | Keyword value Examples and contents
analysis
A symbolic and political advertisement
Maintain the | Increasing the legitimacy of the government
. system Facilitate the movement of military forces
systemic . . .
Center for exchanging news in order to prevent and suppress local riots..
. Increasing the role of caravanserais due to the Shia religion, ban on Hajj
Adaptability . . :
due to the strained relations between Iran and the Ottoman Empire
Effective Resting the government officials
participation in | Resting ambassadors of other countries
political events | Accomodation of foreign travelers in royal caravanserais
Process Presence of different social classes in the construction and
Follow up and . .
Polifical . reconstruction of caravanserais
olitica suppor : _
i pp Endowment of caravanserais by benefactors and courtiers
values
justice The use of caravanserais by all sections of the society for free
Presence of clinics and endowments to support sick or stranded
travelers
T Providing services to travellers and surrounding villages
welfare . . . . .
Getting the necessary preparation for entering the city or forming a
‘ caravan in one-house caravanserais
policy Serving caravanserais to kings and rulers during their recreation
Existence of caravan guard to ensure security
Security Construction and Reconstruction of roads caravansarais to ensure the
safety of caravans.
the freedom | Existence of private rooms for passengers
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The social value of out-town caravanserais

Based on the studies, the Safavid caravanserais had the following social values (T'ab.2):

Table 2: Analysis of social values of suburban caravanserais based on Schwartz’s point of view

level of
Concept . Keyword value

analysis
Existence of caravan guard to ensure security

security Construction and reconstruction of roads and caravansarais to ensure the security
The overall shape of the caravanserai is like a fortress
Closing the doors at night and locking and chaining it
Being Effective in transmission of Shia themes

tradition Strengthening the religious-national unity
Cultural exchanges and the mutual effects of different cultures.

Social
values The presence of different social classes in the construction and reconstruction of
conformity | caravanserais

The use of caravanserais by all sections of the society
The presence of clinics and endowments

Bigotry Free accommodation for travelers
Providing services to travelers and surrounding villages

Belief in Endowment of caravanserais by benefactors and courtiers

redemption | Providing services to pilgrims
Conclusion

In order to represent and reproduce its cultural elements and identity signs, any society needs to accurately and
comprehensively identify and evaluate its values. One of the precious heritages of Iran’s architecture is the
caravanserai, the recognition of its values should not be limited only to the physical aspect, the non-physical
values of Iranian caravansaries include a wide range of values; Considering the role and function of these
buildings, especially in the Safavid era, a significant part of their value lies in the social and political values
of caravansaries. By studying library sources about the value, caravansaries and historical sources related to
these buildings, the political values of suburban caravansaries in the Central Plateau of Iran were classified
and explained at three levels: systemic (maintaining the system and adaptability), process (participation in
events, obedience and support and justice) and policymaking (welfare, security and freedom). Additionally,
the social values of these buildings have been explained in five dimensions: security, tradition, conformity,
altruism and redemption
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