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In Iran, urban parks are one of the most important
urban spaces. In the most recent decades, with the
changes that have taken place in the Iranian way of
life, social interactions and the type of activity of
people in urban parks have changed. What needs to
be considered in this regard is how to plan for urban
parks for the use of different age and sex groups. To
do that, you need to discover the cultural resources
of urban parks and the discovery of cultural re-
sources is possible through cultural planning. Cultural
planning has become one of the key approaches in
urban planning. Cultural planning is a new place-
based approach within which urban parks designers,
planners and managers view culture. Cultural plan-
ning uses cultural resources in urban planning and
urban parks include many types of cultural resources;
therefore, it seems urban parks are one of the best
places to be selected for cultural planning. Cultural
planning uses cultural resources to enhance urban
and community development. Cultural resources as
the core part of cultural planning play a key role to
form the pattern of events in urban parks. Cultural
resources in urban parks can be categorized as urban
parks, visible elements, and events (tangible re-
sources); and meanings and associations (intangible
resources). Elements and events present in urban
parks are capable of evoking meanings and associa-
tions for them and lead them to form activities and
events. These elements consist of man-made ele-
ments, natural elements, sensory elements, humans,
animals and plants. Urban parks designers, planners
and managers need to consider these elements and
related events as tangible cultural resources that can
be altered, replaced or reinforced. The tangible cul-
tural resources in urban parks can lead to evoke
meanings and associations for users as intangible cul-
tural resources. The present study sought to find a
model of cultural planning of urban parks. Interpre-
tive methods have been used to study the theoretical
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foundations and the empirical background and to ex-
amine the phenomenon of urban park, cultural re-
sources and the pattern of its events. Finally, the
proposed model is presented. The findings show that
the cultural planning of urban parks includes various
stages that need to be done in order to achieve the
desired result. The first step is to choose the field of
study. It is necessary to choose an urban park that
has enough variety of elements and events, as well as
meanings and associations for users. In the second
step, cultural mapping, the cultural resources in the
studied urban park are identified, including tangible
cultural resources (elements and events) and intan-
gible cultural resources (meanings and associations).
In the third step, cultural assessment, the approach
of urban park managers and policy makers towards
cultural resources is analyzed and in the final step,
creative methods are used to make optimal use of
cultural resources to improve the urban park. First,
the hierarchical method of urban park facilities is
used to ensure that the facilities of the parks are ad-
equate and appropriate to the needs of the commu-
nity. Later on, the range of recreational opportunities
appropriate to cultural resources and the diversity of
users in terms of age, gender, ethnicity, language and
diversity of cultural resources are presented. Con-
flicts, issues and problems will then be identified. For
conflicts, major issues and problems that require
immediate action, the approach of issues (categories)
is used, and for conflicts, minor issues and problems,
the organic or gradual approach is used. To promote
the health, welfare and well-being of users, a com-
munity development approach is used that can make
optimal use of cultural resources to empower the
community, increase the sense of identity and sense
of belonging to the parks’ users.
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Fig. 3: Cultural planning process of urban parks
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